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New Bedford School District 

Grade 5 Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts 

 

 
Common Core State 

Standards 
For English 

Language Arts 

Integration of Knowledge 
And Skills. 
 
Unpacking the Standard 

Big Idea(s) Essential  
Question(s) 

Core Content 
 

Skill 
 

Terms 
(building 
academic 

vocabulary) 

Formative 
Classroom 

Assessments 

Reading Standards for Literature 

Key Ideas and Details 

RL 5.1. . Quote 
accurately from a 
text when 
explaining what the 
text says explicitly 
and when drawing 
inferences from the 
text 
 
 
 
 

Fifth grade students are 
required to quote accurately 
from the text to support 
their answers.  Quote 
accurately may include 
using their own words. 
Determining a theme 
continues to be a focus and 
students should be giving 
more thought to characters’ 
actions in a text. They are 
required to refer to specific 
details in the text when 
finding the similarities and 
differences between two or 
more characters, settings, or 
events. Use questions and 
prompts such as: 
Can you tell show where 
you linked your thinking to 
the text? 

1. Interact with 
the text before, 
during, and after 
reading, by: 
supporting 
answers from 
textual 
information, 
previous 
experience, 
and/or other 
sources. 
2. Evaluate 
inferences, 
conclusions, and 
generalizations 
and provide 
evidence by 
referencing the 
text. 
 
 
 

1. Why is a 
quote 
important to 
use to support 
your inference? 
 
2. Why is it 
important to 
engage in the 
text and make 
these 
connections? 
 

Quote 
Details 
Examples  
Text 
Inferences 

Citing 
Evidence 
Refer 
Explaining 
Drawing 
Determining 

Citing 
Inference 
Support Ideas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Graphic Organizers: 
GO: 25: List “Details” 
and “Examples” to 
provide clear 
evidence for student 
inferences. 
2. Journal Responses 
focused on 
“Integration of 
Knowledge and 
Skills,” and the 
Essential Questions. 
3. Readers and 
Writers Notebook: 
Strategy Response 
Log; 9  
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Common Core State 
Standards 
For English 

Language Arts 

Integration of Knowledge 
And Skills. 
 
Unpacking the Standard 

Big Idea(s) Essential  
Question(s) 

Core Content 
(nouns) 

Skill 
(verbs) 

Terms 
(building 
academic 

vocabulary) 

Formative 
Classroom 

Assessments 

Reading Standards for Literature 

Key Ideas and Details 

RL.5.2. Determine a 
theme of a story, 
drama, or poem 
from details in the 
text; including how 
characters in a 
story or drama 
respond to 
challenges or how 
the speaker in a 
poem reflects upon 
a topic; summarize 
the text. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will be able to 
answer the following 
questions: 
 
What are the most 
important events that 
happened in the story?  
 
How do you know? 

 
What is the theme of this 
text?  
 
Can you tell me how the 
character solved the 
problem in this story? 
 
Summarize the story from 
beginning to end in a few 
sentences. 

 

1. Use the text 
to distinguish 
the message (or 
moral) of a 
story, drama or 
poem. 
 
2. Use the 
message, 
details, and 
basic signal 
words to 
summarize the 
text. 
 
3. Identify an 
example of a 
character 
challenge. 

1. What is the 
theme of the 
story? 
 
Why is the 
theme 
important? 
 
2. What are the 
most important 
events that 
happened in 
the story? 
How do you 
know? 
 
3. What 
problem did the 
character have 
in then story? 
How did the 
character solve 
the problem? 

Theme 
Story 
Drama 
Poem 
Details 
Text 
Characters 
Challenges 
Speaker 
Topic 

Determine 
How 
Respond 
Reflect 
Summarize 

Supporting 
details 
Resolution 
Conflict 
Character 
Development 
Poetic styles 
Minor character 

1. Graphic 
Organizers:   
GO: 12; Question 
the Author; 
GO 22; Problem 
and Solution B  
2. Journal 
Responses 
focused on 
“Integration of 
Knowledge and 
Skills,” and the 
Essential 
Questions. 
3. Readers and 
Writers 
Notebook: 
Strategy 
Response Log; 
16; Poetry; 
Drama; 17, and 
Important Ideas 
and Details; 24. 
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Common Core State 
Standards 
For English 

Language Arts 

Integration of Knowledge 
And Skills. 
 
Unpacking the Standard 

Big Idea(s) Essential  
Question(s) 

Core Content 
 

Skill 
 

Terms 
(building 
academic 

vocabulary) 

Formative 
Classroom 

Assessments 

Reading Standards for Literature 

Key Ideas and Details 

RL 5.3. Compare 
and contrast two or 
more characters, 
settings, or events 
in a story or drama, 
drawing on specific 
details in the text 
(e.g., how 
characters interact). 

Students will be able to 
identify and answer the 
following questions: 
 
Describe how these two 
characters are the same.  
 
How are they different? 
 
Compare settings in the 
story. 
 
How would you describe 
the setting? 
 
How do the events in the 
story help describe the 
characters? 
 
 

 1. Characters 
interactions in a 
story explain 
the author’s 
message. 
 
2. Compare and 
contrast story 
elements using 
specific details 
from a fictional 
text. 

1. What are the 
characters’ 
motives in the 
story? How do 
their motives 
influence the 
theme of the 
story? 
 
2. How do 
characters in 
this story or 
drama respond 
to challenges? 
 
2. How is the 
theme relevant 
today? 
 
3. Explain how 
the theme is 
essential to the 
summary. 
 
 

Characters  
Setting 
Events 
Story  
Drama 
Details  
Text 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Compare 
Contrast 
Similarities 
Differences 

Comparative 
Adjectives/verbs 
Character 
Development 
conflict 
Generalizations 
Minor character 
Supporting ideas 
stereotypical 

1. Graphic 
Organizers: 
GO:14: Story 
Comparison; 
Students 
document story 
elements 
GO:26: Three-
Column Chart; 
Three column chart 
to explore 
character, settings, 
and events in the 
story or drama. 
2. Response 
Journals 
focused on 
“Integration of 
Knowledge and 
Skills,” and 
Essential 
Questions. 
3. Reader’s and 
Writer’s Notebook: 
Response Journal; 
Writing Process 
Unit 3, pg. 243; 
Venn Diagram.    
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Common Core 
State Standards 

For English 
Language Arts 

Integration of 
Knowledge 
And Skills. 
 
Unpacking the 
Standard 

Big Idea(s) Essential  
Question(s) 

Core Content 
 

Skill 
 

Terms 
(building 
academic 

vocabulary) 

Formative 
Classroom 

Assessments 

Reading Standards for Literature 

Craft and Structure 

R.L. 5.4.  
Determine the 
meaning of words 
and phrases as 
they are used in a 
text, including 
figurative 
language such as 
metaphors and 
similes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will continue 
to tell the meaning of 
words and phrases in 
a text and focus on 
figurative language.  
 
Use questions and 
prompts such as: 
 
What do you do when 
you come to words or 
phrases you do not 
know? (use context) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will 
be able to 
unlock the 
meaning of a 
word by 
reading the 
sentence 
before and 
after the 
unknown 
word. 
 
Students will 
understand the 
difference 
between a 
metaphor and 
a simile by 
reading 
multiple texts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. How do 
students 
determine the 
meaning of 
words in 
context? 
2. Can the 
student 
explain what 
figurative 
language is 
and when it is 
used? 
3. Can the 
student 
provide an 
example of a 
simile used in 
text? 
4. Can the 
student 
provide an 
example of a 
metaphor used 
in text? 
 

Phrases 

 Figurative       
language 

 

Determining 
 

Similes 
Metaphors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Graphic 
Organizers: 
 
GO: 6: Vocabulary 
Frame; Use the 
Association/Symb
ol box to write a 
simile or 
metaphor. 
 
2. Response 
Journals focused 
on  
“Integration of 
Knowledge and 
Skills,” and 
Essential 
Questions. 
 
3. Reader’s and 
Writer’s 
Notebook: 
Vocabulary-
Context Clues; pg. 
57. 
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Common Core 
State Standards 

For English  

Integration of 
Knowledge 
And Skills. 
 
Unpacking the 
Standard 

Big Idea (s) Essential  
Question(s) 

Core Content 
 

Skill 
 

Terms 
(building 
academic  

Formative 
Classroom 

Assessments 
 

Reading Standards for Literature 

Craft and Structure 

R.L. 5.5. Explain 
how a series of 
chapters, scenes, 
or stanzas fits 
together to 
provide the 
overall structure 
of a particular 
story, drama, or 
poem. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The students must 
continue identifying 
the narrator’s point of 
view and also explain 
how it impacts the 
events in the text. 
 
Use questions and 
prompts such as: 
 
Can you tell me how 
this text is presented/ 
organized? 
 
Identify elements of 
fiction and nonfiction 
and support by 
referencing the text to 
determine the 

 plot 
development 

 
 
 
 

Students will 
understand the 
series of 
events in the 
determining 
the plot of a 
story.  
 
. Students 
should tell how 
chapters, 
scenes, or 
stanzas in a 
series fit into 
the overall 
structure of a 
story, drama, 
or poem.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. How are 
chapters, 
scenes, or 
stanzas put 
together to 
provide a 
story? 
2. What can 
you tell about 
the text by the 
way it is 
presented or 
organized? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Chapters 
Scenes 
Stanzas 
Series 
Drama 
Poem 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Explain 
Identify 
Determining 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Structure 
Series 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1. Graphic 
Organizers: 
GO: 13: Plot 
Structure. 
 
2. Response 
Journals focused 
on “Integration of 
Knowledge and 
Skills,” and 
Essential 
Questions. 
 
3. Reader’s and 
Writer’s 
Notebook: 
Strategy Response 
Log: Literary 
nonfiction; pg. 13, 
Strategy Response 
Log: Poetry; 
pg.16,  
Strategy Response 
Log: Drama; pg. 
17, Plot and 
Character, pg. 40. 
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Common Core 
State Standards 

For English 
Language Arts 

Integration of 
Knowledge 
And Skills. 
 
Unpacking the 
Standard 

Big Idea(s) Essential  
Question(s) 

Core Content 
 

Skill 
 

Terms 
(building 
academic 

vocabulary) 

 
Formative 
Classroom 

Assessments 

Reading Standards for Literature 

Craft and Structure 

R.L. 5.6. Describe 
how a narrator’s 
or speaker’s point 
of view influences 
how events are 
described. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The students must 
continue identifying 
the narrator’s point of 
view and also explain 
how it impacts the 
events in the text. 
 
 
Think about what you 
read. Who is telling 
the story? 
    Can you tell how 
the person telling the 
story is thinking? 
 
 How does this affect 
the events of the 
story? 

Events are 
influenced 
according to 
the point of 
view of the 
Author. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Can you 
explain the 
author’s point 
of view? 
 
2. Can you give 
me examples 
of the author’s 
point of view? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Narrator 
Speaker 
Events 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Influence 
Describe 
Explain 
Example 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Point of View 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Graphic 
Organizers: 
GO: 25: T-Chart; 
describe 
events/authors 
influence. 
 
2. Response 
Journals focused 
on  
“Integration of 
Knowledge and 
Skills,” and 
Essential 
Questions. 
 
3. Reader’s and 
Writer’s 
Notebook: 
Strategy Response 
Log: Author’s 
Purpose; pg. 142. 
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Common Core 
State Standards 

For English 
Language Arts 

Integration of 
Knowledge 
And Skills. 
 
Unpacking the 
Standard 

Big Idea(s) Essential  
Question(s) 

Core Content 
 

Skill 
 

Terms 
(building 
academic 

vocabulary) 

Formative 
Classroom 

Assessments 

Reading Standards for Literature 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

R.L. 5.7.  Analyze 
how visual and 
multimedia 
elements 
contribute to the 
meaning, tone, or 
beauty of a text 
(e.g. graphic 
novel, multimedia 
presentations of 
fiction, folktale. 
Myth, poem).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fifth grade students 
must examine what is 
heard and/or viewed 
to gain an 
appreciation and 
understanding of the 
text. 
 
Use questions and 
prompts such as: 
 
Can you tell how the 
illustrations affect the 
mood of the text? 
 
Does this hypertext or 
embedded video help 
you better understand 
the text? 
 
What does it tell you 
about what you read? 

Understand 
the importance 
of visual and 
multimedia 
elements in 
literature. 

1. What affect 
do the 
illustrations 
have on the 
mood of the 
text? 
 
2. What do 
these elements 
tell you about 
what you have 
learned? 
 
3. How do the 
multimedia 
elements help 
you 
understand 
the text? 
  

Illustrations 
Mood 
Hypertext 
Embedded 
Video 
Visual 
Multimedia 
Elements 

Understand 
Analyze 
Contribute 
 

Caption 
Poetic styles 
Legend 
Myth 
Audience 

1. Graphic 
Organizers: 
GO: 25: List what 
is Heard and what 
is Seen (visual) on 
a T-Chart. 
 
2. Response 
Journals focused 
on  
“Integration of 
Knowledge and 
Skills,” and 
Essential 
Questions. 
 
3. Reader’s and 
Writer’s 
Notebook: 
Strategy Response 
Log: Comic 
Book/Graphic 
Novel Chart, pg. 
174. 
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Common Core 
State Standards 

For English 
Language Arts 

Integration of 
Knowledge 
And Skills. 
 
Unpacking the 
Standard 

Big Idea(s) Essential  
Question(s) 

Core Content 
 

Skill 
 

Terms 
(building 
academic 

vocabulary) 

Formative 
Classroom 

Assessments 

Reading Standards for Literature 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

R.L. 5.8.  M.A. 8.A. 
Locate and 
analyze examples 
of foreshadowing 
in stories, poems, 
folktales, and 
plays. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students need to 
know how 
foreshadowing clues 
in literature give clues 
to the later 
development of the 
plot. 

The student 
will be able to 
depict scenes 
where 
foreshadowing 
occurs in 
stories, poems, 
folktales, and 
plays. 

How does 
foreshadowing 
in stories, 
poems, 
folktales, and 
plays create an 
atmosphere in 
the work of 
literature? 
 
How does 
foreshadowing 
give a clue or 
hint as to a 
later 
development 
of the plot? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Foreshadowing Locate 
Analyze 

 

Clues 
Development 
Depict 
Atmosphere 
 

Teachers will 
need to expose 
students to 
multiple texts 
containing 
foreshadowing. 
 
 
Response Journals 
focused on  
“Integration of 
Knowledge and 
Skills,” and 
Essential 
Questions. 
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Common Core State 
Standards 

For English Language 
Arts 

Integration of Knowledge 
And Skills. 
 
Unpacking the Standard 

Big Idea(s) Essential  
Question(s) 

Core Content 
 

Skill 
 

Terms 
(building 
academic 

vocabulary) 

Formative 
Classroom 

Assessments 

Reading Standards for Literature 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

R.L.5.9. Compare and 
contrast stories in the 
same genre (e.g., 
mysteries and 
adventure stories) on 
their approaches to 
similar themes and 
topics. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fifth grade students will be 
able to answer the following 
questions: 
 
In reading books of this 
genre, what happened to 
the characters that are the 
same? 
 
What happened that is 
different? 
 
In reading books of this 
genre, how did characters 
solve problems in different 
ways across texts? 
 
In reading books of this 
genre, how are the plots the 
same or different across 
texts? 

1. Be able to 
identify the 
genre of the 
literature. 
2. Recognize 
similar themes 
and topics in 
specific genres. 

1. What is 
comparing and 
contrasting? 
2. What are 
genres? 
How can you 
distinguish 
between 
different 
genres in 
literature? 

Stories 
Genre 
Mysteries 
Adventures 
Themes 
Topics 

Compare 
Contrast 

Compare 
Contrast 
Comparative 
Adjectives 
Genres 

1. Graphic 
Organizers: 
GO: 14: Story 
Comparison;  
GO: 18: Venn 
Diagram;  
GO: 19: 
Compare and 
Contrast. 
2. Response 
Journals 
focused on  
“Integration 
of Knowledge 
and 
Skills,” and 
Essential 
Questions. 
3. Reader’s 
and Writer’s 
Notebook: 
Strategy 
Response Log:  
Compare and 
Contrast: pg. 
131. 
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Common Core State 
Standards 

For English Language 
Arts 

Integration of Knowledge 
And Skills. 
 
Unpacking the Standard 

Big Idea(s) Essential  
Question(s) 

Core Content 
 

Skill 
 

Terms 
(building 
academic 

vocabulary) 

Formative 
Classroom 

Assessments 

Reading Standards for Literature 

Key Ideas and Details 

R.L. 5.10.  By the end 
of the year, read and 
comprehend 
literature, including 
stories, dramas, and 
poetry, at the high 
end of the grades 4-5 
text complexity band 
independently and 
proficiency.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fifth grade students are 
capable of reading and 
understanding a variety of 
literature at the higher end of 
grades 4-5 text complexity 
band independently and 
proficiency.   
Standard 10 defines a grade-
by-grade 
Staircase of increasing text 
complexity that rises from 
beginning reading to the 
college and career readiness 
level. 
Students must also show the 
ability to make fuller use of 
text including making an 
increasing number of 
connections among ideas and 
between texts, considering a 
wider range of textual 
evidence, and becoming more 
sensitive to inconsistencies, 
ambiguities, and poor 
reasoning in texts. 
Students must read 

independently and closely, 
which are essential to their 
future success. 

Students will 
independently 
and 
proficiently 
read and 
understand a 
variety of 
literature at 
the higher end 
of grades 4-5 
text complexity 
band 
independently 
and 
proficiency.   
 

 Literature 
Stories 
Dramas 
poetry 

Independently 
Proficiently 
Comprehend 
Read 

 

 Teachers will 
need to 
conference 
with 
students. 
 
 
1. Use of all 
formative 
assessment 
artifacts and 
notebooks 
utilized from 
standards 1-9. 
 
2. Responding 
to the 
Essential 
Questions.  
 
3. End-Of-
Year 
Benchmark 
Test.   
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